
Flip over for your next challenge

Period 2 Task 3

Check Nutrient Level of Soil

Gardening

Earn This NuggeT

Rock Hopper

2

If the PH of the soil isn�t where it should be, grass and plants 

will not grow healthy. Added to this, there are a number of 

essen琀椀al nutrients that if too low or too high, can cause all 
sorts of issues. To gather your sample, follow these simple 

steps:

• Fill a cup with the top 4”-6”of top soil.
• Repeat this process for six other loca琀椀ons spread around 
your property. 

Make sure you avoid 

areas that may be 

contaminated, such 
as certain spots 
where you may 

regularly wash a car 
or a regular 

bathroom area for 

your dog.

• Mix all samples 
together, and your 

sample is ready for 

tes琀椀ng.

A昀琀er tes琀椀ng, do 
some research to see 
what the best methods are to get a perfect nutrient and PH 
balance for your property.

There are two ways to check nutrient levels: one is to go to your 
local garden store and pick up a test kit (usually around $20) and 
the other is to send a sample to a lab. With a li琀琀le research, you 
may discover a local free resource for the tes琀椀ng.

You will earn your Nugget a昀琀er you review the status of the 
soil on your property and provide a presenta琀椀on to your 
parents and give them your recommenda琀椀ons.
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