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Create a Flowerbed

Gardening
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Here is a good task for everyone; yes even you 

ru昀琀y-tu昀琀y boys that think flowers are for girls. For 
prac琀椀cal applica琀椀on, making a house look good with a 
flowerbed improves curb appeal and helps sell a house. 
It also makes your wife happy, so one day this skill will 
be put to good use, I suspect.

Create a li琀琀le slice of hor琀椀cultural heaven in your front yard 
and bring tears to your parent’s eyes (in a good way).

So, to make a good flowerbed, or flower garden, here are some considera琀椀ons:

1. Start small; don’t bite off more than you can chew. I’m just saying, there is some 
work involved in this.

2. Select an area that is appropriate. Aesthe琀椀cally it will look good, and it will get some 
good sun.

3. Draw it out. Most things are only as good as the plan, so draw it out on paper first, 
everything from the shape of the garden, the plants--perhaps go to the garden center 
and select some plants. Make sure you 
consider color, how big they will 
grow, how much sunshine they 
should have, and when they 
bloom etc.

4. Consider any other 
elements, perhaps you want a 
couple of large rocks in the 
bed or a birdbath. Will there 
be enough room?

5. Good soil is always a good 
idea, compost will help too 
and anything else that adds 
good nutri琀椀on to the soil.

6. Consider laying down a 
barrier to prevent weeds from 
growing. This can dras琀椀cally 
reduce maintenance while 
locking in moisture. This 
inexpensive shee琀椀ng prevents 
weeds from sprou琀椀ng, you cut 
the holes only where you 
want the plants to be and then, tradi琀椀onally cover with mulch.

7. To Mulch or not to Mulch, and when is too much mulch simply too much, are all 
ques琀椀ons you need to decide as you create your thing of beauty. But do 
remember mulch looks good, adds nutrients, repels bugs (with some types 
of mulch) and helps lock in moisture.
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