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Drive a Car with Manual Transmission
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The difference between an automa琀椀c and a manual is that 
the automa琀椀c does not have a clutch pedal or a gearshi昀琀 in 
the tradi琀椀onal sense. “So, what’s a clutch?” I hear you ask. 
I’m so glad you did. A clutch disengages the drive sha昀琀, so 
the engine can freely run, but is no longer driving the 
wheels.

So, in a manual transmission, you push down the clutch to 
put the car in gear, and 
slowly let the clutch 
out with a li琀琀le 
thro琀琀le to pull away. 
Next, when you want 
to change gear, you 
push the clutch in to 
disengage the drive 
sha昀琀 and change 
gear, easing the 
clutch out again. 
When you want to 
stop, you push the 
clutch in to 
disengage the drive 
sha昀琀 before the 
engine stalls. 

Well, that is a brief descrip琀椀on. The only way to learn is to 
get out there and drive one. Good luck, my Cragsman. 
You’ve got this one.

If you are driving in the US, chances are you are driving a 
car with an automa琀椀c transmission. What about driving 
with a manual transmission or a s琀椀ck shi昀琀? It’s actually a 
lot different. But if you want to be a Trekker, you’ll 
probably end up in the situa琀椀on one day when someone 
hands you a set of keys and says, “You can drive a s琀椀ck, 
can’t you?” A Skill Trekker needs to be ready.

Find a rela琀椀ve or family friend who has a manual shi昀琀 vehicle and is willing to 
take you out to experience it. If possible, start in a deserted parking lot and get 
used to driving using a clutch and manual shi昀琀. It can take some ge琀�ng used to, 
but gives you much more control of the vehicle.
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