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Flip over for your next challenge

•  Class A ex琀椀nguishers are for ordinary combus琀椀ble materials 
such as paper, wood, cardboard, and most plas琀椀cs. This is the 
most common type in a home and it likely contains water.
•  Class B ex琀椀nguishers are used with flammable or combus琀椀ble 
liquids such as gasoline, kerosene, grease, and oil. These would 
float on water, so this is usually a powder. 
•  Class C ex琀椀nguishers involve electrical equipment. Electricity 
and water cause electrocu琀椀on, so very o昀琀en these are CO2 
ex琀椀nguishers.

You can see by these, 
it is important to know 
what your fire 
ex琀椀nguisher contains 
before you spray it on 
a fire or you could 
make things worse. 
While water may be a 
common fire 
ex琀椀nguisher filler, it 
can also be dangerous 
in its own right.

You’ll no琀椀ce the 
handle has a pin or a 
tag that must be 
removed. This pin prevents accidental discharge. If you have to 
put a fire out, remove the pin. A昀琀er this, follow the instruc琀椀ons. 
A very important 琀椀p is to always direct the ex琀椀nguisher jet at the 
base of the fire, not at the flames above it.

Dis琀椀nguishing ex琀椀nguishers can be hard to get your 
head around, as well as your tongue. Not all fire 
ex琀椀nguishers are the same. So we are going to look 
at types of ex琀椀nguisher and then how to use them.

* Iden琀椀fy any fire ex琀椀nguishers in your house, their contents, and 
familiarize yourself with how they work. Discuss with your parents 
what they can and cannot be used for based on the contents.
* See if there is a local fire ex琀椀nguisher training course that you 
and the family could a琀琀end, if you haven’t done one. This is a good 
family ac琀椀vity and can be a life saver.
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