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Stand up before your audience with your glass held high. Don�t worry it does not 

have to be alcoholic. O昀琀en this movement is proceeded by a tapping of a glass 
several 琀椀mes with a knife to emit a ringing tone.

1. Set the stage for what you are going to say. Tell briefly how you know the 
person, but keep it very brief. No one is here for you. They are here to honor 
another person.

2. Share an anecdote, some fun event that you and the individual shared. Make it 
amusing, but don’t make it off color 
or embarrassing. This is about 
honoring.

3. Bring the presenta琀椀on up 
to date. Speak about the 
person�s success and why we 

should all be celebra琀椀ng 
with him or her today.

4. Wrap it up by raising your 

glass and asking everyone 
with you to raise their glass 

in admira琀椀on of the 
individual.

So, as brief as I can, it might 
sound a li琀琀le like this, only 
hopefully a li琀琀le longer:

“If I can have your a琀琀en琀椀on. 
I am Balthazar and it is my 
great privilege to be here 

today to celebrate Jimmie’s gradua琀椀on from the Skill Trek program. I s琀椀ll 
remember when he was a wee Trailblazer, struggling to 琀椀e his shoes. But he 
mastered that and so much more tying up the en琀椀re program and is ready to face 
anything the world will throw at him. Please everyone, raise your glasses with me 
as we wish Jimmie all the best. May he go on to do incredible things.”

In our culture, a toast is an opportunity to call 

everyone’s a琀琀en琀椀on to someone being honored at an 
event. If you are doing the toas琀椀ng, you aren’t that 
person, Cragsman. So don’t make this about you. This is 
a way of you building up the other person.

Write a brief toast to celebrate one of the family member’s 
successes over the next few weeks. When no one is expec琀椀ng 
it, stand, and give your toast. 
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