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It’s been a wonderful meal; a good 琀椀me was had by all. Then the check is laid 
down in the center of the table. There is an awkward silence. “How are we going 
to deal with this?” everyone thinks. If we split it equally, everyone who had steak 
and lobster luck out, while Jenny with her salad and water will probably flip out. 
What is the best way to tackle this?

As with most things, they are be琀琀er tackled up front than a surprise at the end. 
Have a discussion before anyone orders and decide on the best way to handle 
this. If everyone will have similar priced meals, then an even split may be just 
fine. But if one person is on a 琀椀ght budget, that could be very awkward and 
embarrassing indeed.

Some琀椀mes, people will pay 
for what they got, leaving 
the last person to pay the 
remainder. In my 
experience the last person 
always ends up paying for 
items that other people 
forgot to men琀椀on when 
they were paying. Be aware 
of this pi琀昀all.

You can ask that your server 
split the check. If you are 
going to do that though, tell 
the server up front, so there 
isn’t extra work at the end. 
Some restaurants won�t 

split a check. That is 
definitely something to find 
out ahead of 琀椀me.

And then you come to the 琀椀p. It’s usual to 琀椀p at least ten percent, usually fi昀琀een 
or twenty. You need to make sure that the 琀椀p does not get lost in the shuffle.
So as I said, having the conversa琀椀on up front, will free everyone to enjoy the 
meal without concern and without the awkwardness at the end.

It’s been a wonderful meal; a good 琀椀me was had by all. Then the 
check is laid down in the center of the table. There is an 
awkward silence. “How are we going to deal with this?” 
everyone thinks. If we split it equally, everyone who had steak 
and lobster luck out, while Jenny with her salad and water will 
probably flip out. What is the best way to tackle this?

Have a meal with friends or family at a local restaurant. It does not have to 
be an expensive venue. The inten琀椀on is for everyone to pay for their own 
meal, possibly from one check. Be organized and enjoy yourself. Make a 
decision at the start of the meal how you will split up the payment.
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